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Historical Background. A return to greater simplicity in liv-
ing and in art forms in this period was a natural reaction from the
extravagances and superficialities of Louis XV. The nobility pre-
ferred the change; the taxpayers demanded it. Furthermore, the
young queen, Marie Antoinette, had simple tastes.
Although the Neo-Classic revival had begun in the time of Louis
XV it reached its height under Louis XVI (1774-1793). A deli-
cate feminine interpretation of the Classic evolved. The Petit
Trianon, a small palace in the gardens of Versailles, is the outstand-
ing example of the architecture, decoration, and furnishing of this
period. It was designed by Jacques-Ange Gabriel and was a
favorite abode of Marie Antoinette. See page 477.
Characteristics. This period produced some of the most re-
fined interiors and furnishings ever made. Although modeled on
the antique, the Neo-Classic style was adapted to the needs of the
time. The symmetry of the style gave it dignity, which was modi-
fied, however, by the light French interpretation. Restraint in line
and decoration was an element in its beauty.
Decoration. Carving, painting, inlay, caning, marquetry, lac-
quering, porcelain insets, and metal mounting were the methods of
decoration most in favor. Ornamentation was Classical, Pompeiian,
or floral. Typical motifs and decorations were fine beadings and
bandings, urns, the acanthus, the guilloche, medallions, caryatids,
lyres, laurel, swags, rosettes, heads, busts, human figures, cherubs
diaperwork, arabesques, love knots, fluting, reeding, and galleries.
Furniture, Curves had been discontinued, and the furniture
was straight lined and small in scale. See page 86. The legs were
slender, round or square, plain, reeded, fluted, laced, or spiraled,
and always tapered. Furniture was made in sets, especially for
drawing rooms and bedrooms. Upholstered or caned chairs had
square, oval, or round backs. Sofas were shorter than they had
been in the preceding periods, with rather high backs and from
five to eight legs. Beds were smaller, with identical high head
ari4 foot boards, and were usually curtained. Commodes, armoires;
consoles, cabinets, and numerous tables were popular.

